
-+'fr'
f 1

Origin and Eistory of T[hite Galloways in Canadt

HughR Crawford
Carmangay, Alberta

January 17,1997

l



r:L

( 2

The cattle that became the Galloway of today grew from a landrace of cattle that began to

develop in the Gallou,ay district of southwestern Scotland in the 1600's. A landrhce is a distinct

breed of domestic.plant or animal that slowly develops over tirne ih a particular egricultural

r€$on. A landrace begins as ths original domestic population of an area and chahges in response

to the selection of the local farmers for tlrc local envirofinent. That local environment includes

*uoh factors as climatg soil, lryater, other species, other breeds, husbandry practices, and markets.

A landr*ce slowly evolves ov&r &rl exemded period oftimsrather than bei*g developed with a

formalized breeding plan Thus a landrace has a diffirse history with no specific $terting date and

no specific originator. Tte slow evolution and wide genetic base of a landrace breed often rcsults

in a breed of varied colours and colour patterns.

' By the 1700's cattle ofthe Galloway district of Scotland had developed into a distinst

type. They iended to be polled, long haired, and hardy and were bred in several colours and

several colour patterns. fuiimals could be found in black, red, dun, qrhrindle and in solid, belted,

line-backed (riggrt), white faced (badger or brockle faced), and.various otho spotted colour
patterns. (To a geneticist belting, riggit, and white face are forms ofwhite spotting.)

However, the white park colour patterned \ilhite Galloway of today is a relatively riew

addition to the'Galloway family'. There is a remote possibility that there could have been sbme

white park colour patterned animals in theoriginal bovine landrace of the Galloway district of
Scotland. Howeveq the author ha$ not been able to find any reliable documentatiol specifically

of white park colour patterned ani=mals in the original Galloway landrace. AII reports investigated

by the ar.rthol to date havg on oloser examination, btsn found to be descriptions of other forms of
white spotting or, at least, not to have definitely been descriptions of the white park colour
pettetil. furd-several reliable contemporary listings ofthe colours and colour fatterns of the

original Cralloway landrace do not include the wlrite park colour pattern. But, whether or not
there were w.hite park colour patterned animats in the Galloway landrace is strictly an acadernic

question. The present population of White Galloways does not trace entirely to the original
bovine landrace of the Galloway district. Rather, the White Galloway of today is a recently

developed composito. Further, except for a few Caaadian sourco White Galloways, the White
Cralloway of today is a composite ofundocumented origin.

The animals that became the White Galloway of today have tlree totally indepcndent,
geographically distinct, $ources .. one in Scotland, one in the U.S.A., and one in Canada. The

Scottish source White Galloways originated with tho lVilson family of Creetow4 lVigtovrnshir*,

Scotland. The Americen souroe White Crallow*ys originated with the Bishir family of Springdalq

Montan4 U.S.A. futd, the Canadian source White Galloways originated with Hugh Robertsan of
Milk River, Alberl4 Cariada.
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The Scottish and Amerioan source White Galloway populations are the oldest, the most

wide spread and have the rnost descendants. The oral traditions ofthe two founding families of
the Scottish and Amerioaq sourse White Galloways give these two populations similar histories.

Both families had black Galloway herds. Both families acquired a white park colour patterned

female ia a purchase of animals of unknown heritage in the early 1900's, The Wilson family

tradition has that original female purchased in 1919. The Bishir purchare is not as accurately

recorded; one sourcs suggests 1912, howeveq another sourc.s states that Mr. Bishir did not

purchase even his first Galloways until 1914. In both cases that first white park colour patterned

female was brrd Galloway and her white park colour patterned, Galloway-cros*, progeny were

retained but few records were kept. Later white park colour patterned, polld, long haired,

Galloway-cross, descendants were sold to other breeders without pedigrees or forrnal records.

The Canadiail sourc€ White Galloways were developed by Hugh Robertson, a pedigree

Galioway breeder in southern .4Jberta. Mr. Robertson purchased a source of white park colour
pafiern genetics in the late 1960's, crossed that source with his pedigree Gallowayq and

developed a small population of white park colour pi$terned, high percentage Galloway,

Galloway-cross animals. The developmsnt of his white park colour pattemed Galloway-cross

population was documentefl with percentage Galloway pedigrees iszued by the American

Galloway Breederc' Association.

Evertually all three white park colour patterned Cralloway-cross populations were

recorded as White Galloways by rqgistries already issuing pedigrees for other members ofthe
'Galloway family. Galloway Performance International iu the U.S.A. set up a pedigree regrstry

for American souroe White Galloways in i9?0. The Belted Galloway Cattle Society in the Udted
Kingdom sct up a pedigree regrstry for Scottish source White Galloways in 1981. fur{ the

Caradian Galloway Association set up a pedigree regrstry for foundation White Galloways from
ary sourc,e in 1990.

The white park colour pattern ofmost of the White Galloways in Canada, all of the White
Galloways inthe U.S.A., all of the White Galloways in Australia, and all ofthe White Galloways
in New Zealand traces to the Arnerican source - i.e. the Bishir family of Springdale, Montana.
Further, the white park colour pattern of most of the White Galloways in Canad4 all of the lYhite
Galloways in Australia, and all ofthe White Galloways in New Zealandtraces to one female from
that source, That female was a long haired, polled, white park colour patterned heifer purchased

by lim Airth of Walking A Ranches Ltd., Deltrintoq Alberta in 1966 from David Gibsoq
Springdale, Montana. David Gibson was the son-inJaw ofthe Mr. Bishir who is credited with
producing the first long haired polled, white park colour patterned Galloway type cattle in the
U.S.A. lValking ARanches Ltd. developod a small population of white park colour pattemed.

Galloway-cross animals from their original purchase.



4

In October, I g?0 a new Galloway regtstry was organized in the U.S.A. - Galloway

Performance International. Within a few months that new registry started to issue pedigrees for

white park colourpanerned Galloway type animals as White Galloways. GallowayPerformance

lnternatiorial used only two criteria for registration as 'purebred' White Galloways - complete the

application form and pay the fee. Thus, the original White Galloways registered by Galloway

Perform&nce [nternatiunal were issued pedigrees urithout inspectiorq without documentation,

regardless of colour pattern, and regardless of an*stry.

[n7972, Walking A Ranches Ltd. registered their original purchase from Mr. Gibson,

and three homebred white park colour patterned Galloway-cross animals, as White Galloways

with Galloway Performance Internati onal :

(a.) White Heather I 201089

Sex: Female

Born: 1966

Sire: No record

Dam: No record

& ) White Heather 2 201090

Sex: Female

Born; 1968

Sire: Galair Kismet's Flashlight

Dam: No record

(c) White Devil I 201091

$ex: Male

Born: h{arch 13, 1970

$ire: GalairKismet'sFlashlieht

Dam: No record

-?145-

-7t45-

(d) White Devil 2 20rc92
Sex: Male

Born: March 31, I97l
Sire: Galair Kismefs Gerald-7365-
Dam: No record

Galloway Performance International operated for on$ three years *om October l9?0 to
October 19?3. In 1973 Galloway Feformaacs lnternational, and the much older American

Galloway Breeders'Association, merged as the American Galloway Breeders' Association. lryith
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the merger the American Galloway Breeders' Association acccpted the entire Galloway

Performance tutemational t{erd Book without prejudice including the l{hite Gallorvays. After

the merger lValking A Ranches Ltd. continued to register White Galloways with the American

Galloway Breeders' Association

In 1990 the Canadian Galloway Association opened'Section IIL White Galloways'in the

Canadian Galloway Herd Book with the original entries designated as Foundatisn White

Galloways. A procedure was initiated to issuepsdigrees for Foundation \{hite Galloways based

on inspection for Galloway character, inspection for the white park colour pattern, and

documentation of a specified percentage of Galloway ancestry. The first Canadian Foundation

White Galloway pedigrees were issued in 1991 for American source White Galloways produced

and owned by Walking A Ranches Ltd. and registered with the American Gallouray Breeders'

Association. All Foundatiqn White Galloways ertered in the Canadian Galloway Herd Book by

Walking A Ranches Ltd. trace to either, or both, 'White Heather I 201089' or tilhite Heather 2

201090'. Onty tlree Canadian source white park colour patttrned Galloway-type animals from

Mr. Robertson's project qualified as Foundarion lUhite Galloways. All thr# wers females and

two of the three were expo*ed to Germany before leaving any progeny in the Canadian Galloway

Herd Book

In Canad4 theU.S.A., and theUnited Kingdom, Galloways and White Galloways are

registered as two distinct pcplrlations. In Canad4 White Galloways are registered in a ssparate

section of the Herd Book of the Cauadian Cralloway Association. In the U.S.A., White Galloways

are registered in a separate section ofthe Herd Book of the American Galloway Breeders'

Association. And, in the United Kingdont White Galloways are registered in a separate section

of the Herd Book ofthe Betted Galloway Cattle Society. In Canada and the U.S.A., white park

colourpattemed first cruss'White Galloway X Gallowat' progeny are eligible forregistration as

White Galloways. However, in the United Kingdom, the registry requires an dpbreeding program

to at least $ev$n eighths White Galloway from a Cralloway base for full ltrhite Cralloway status, In
Canad+ the Canadian Galloway Association does not issue pedigrees for any mis-marked (i.e.

solid colour pattemed) animals with rffhite Galloway ancestry. In the U.S.A.,.the American
Galloway Breeder$ Association does issue speciai appendix pedigrees for mismarked (i.e. solid
colour patterned) females with White Galloway ancestry. Msmarked, appendix registered,

fernales are referred to as T.{on-Confroming'White Galloways and can be used only as base

females for the pro{uction of White Galloways. And, in theunited Kingdom, the Galloway
regrstry fi.e. the Galloway Caale Society of Great Britain and Ireland) does not recognize any

animals with any rffhite Galloway ancsstry. (This author does not hav€ any information regarding

the treatmeirt of rnismarked White Galloways by the Belted Galloway Cattle Society in the United
Kingdom.)
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White Galloways and Galloways a^re registered as separate populations in Canada, the

U,S,A., and the United Kingdom because of the relative youth, and the undocum'ented origi4 of
the White Galloway. To do otherwise would be to deny both the validity ofthe principles of
breed regrstry and the heritage of the Galloway. The White Galloway is a rricently developed

'Galloway' composite of undocumented origin. The White Galloway population,still contains

significant hon-Gallowaf genetics, Genetics that is potentially de.leterious,in a'Galloway'
population. Genetics that is more than just a theoretical possibility. To date there have been at

Ieast four genetic 'glitches' identifiod in the White Galloway population. One is serious under any

circumstances: the other three are undesirable in a'Galloway' population:

a.) individuals in the Scottish source White Galloway population carry:

i.) arthrogryposis

ii.) the riggit colour pattern.

b,) individuals in the American source Whits Galloway p<ipulation carry:

i.) an extra colour dilution factor

ii.) a hom or scur factor.

c.) individuals in the Camdian ssurce White Galloway population carry:

i.) the riggit colour pattern.

Note that these are the identified complications. The Galloway has a very long history of
selection for 'Galloway' characteriCtics. The lYhite GallowaS on the other hand, has a very short

history, period.

The two problerns identified to date in the American source White Galloway population

have beir identified in sonae of the first White Galloways entered in the Canadian Gallorray Herd
Book. One animal with both problems, for examptg is Galair lVhite Lad 2W produced by

Walkiry A Raaches Ltd. 'Galeir White Lad 21ff' was the ninth \Yhite Galloway entered in 'section
III. While Gailoways'ofthe Canadian Galloway Herd Book. He had good beef oonformation and

grorfih, was available on A.[., and was widely used and exported. Thus both Arnerican source
White Galio+vay problems have the potential of being fairly wide spread throughout the \ilhite
Galloway population in CanadA Australia, and New Zealand.

The two problems identified to date in the American Sourcp White Gallowaypopulation
are a direct.result ofthe origins aad youth of the White Galloway. Onty time and careful breeding

will remove these and other genetic'glitches'. Four very important points should be noted:

a.) 'Galair White Lad 2W is not the only source ofthe nvo problems.

b.) the two problems are of minor economic significance.

c.) the two problems should not be construed as reflwting negatively on the
integrity or breeding program$ of l{alking A Ranbhes Ltd..

d.) the nvo problerns should not be construed as reflecting negatively on the

bull 'Galair White Lad 2W' or his value as a sire.
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e.) the two problerns should not be construed as reflecting negstively on the

White Galloway as a breed.

The extra colour dilution ftctor, and the horn or scur factor, identified in the Arnerican

source White Galloway population are of minor economic significance but tlrey are, n€vertheless,

troublesome'gliches'in a'Gallowat' population. Colour dilution rezults when some pan ofthe
process from pigment production to pigrnent display fails to function properly. There are several

poirt$ at which that process can, and dobs, fail. Different t1ryes of failure in the process have

different genetic causes. There have been a half dozen different genetic causes of colour dilution

identified in the bovine. The situation in the Galloway to date has been forfunate in that solour

dilution, i.e. duir, in the Galloway has had a single, dominarq one gene cause. Thus colour

dilutian in the Gallaway has a degree ofpredictabiliry in that dur progeny are producd only

when at least one parent is dun. There appoars, however, to be a second cause of colour dilution

in the White Galloway. The bull 'Galair White Lad?W had one solid colour patterned black

pflrent and. one white park colour patterned black pointed parent. He was registered as born with

black points. However, the points on'Galair White Lad 21il'wer€ grey as an aged bull. Attd,

Galair Whits Lad 2W' has sired both solid colour patterned dun and white park colour patterned

dun pointed calves when matd to non-dun dams. Unless there has been a spontaneous mutation

in 'Cralair White Lad 21V', there is a good chance that the cause of colour dilution irr tialair White

Lad 2W is different ftom the cause of colour dilution in the general Galloway population. To
spread a difrerent cause of colour dilution through the Galloway population could destroy the

colour predictability advantage that the Galloway how has.

A new source of either horns or scurs in the'Galloway familf is also a potential problem.

Horns and scurs are differertt physical phenornana with different genetic caures. However, some

poorly developed horns and some large scurs caflnot be positively distinguished from each other

without an x-ray. 'Galair \Uhite Lad Zff has sired at least one progeny with either very large .

scurs or very poorly dareloped horns from a commercial cow with a horn factor. Udortunately,
the calf was not x-rayed. Both horns and scurs are disqualificf,tion$ for registration in most

'Galloway'registries. The scur factor has, however, persisted in the population at a fairly low
frequency. The horn factor, on the other hand, has been essentially eradicated. A reintroduction

To sumrnarize, the White Galloway is a recently developod composite involving Galloway
and a source of the white park colour pattern. Further, for all but the few Canadian origin White

Gallovrays, that source of the white park colour pattern is undocurnented. The White Cralloway is

nct a colour'phase of the Gatloway. Rather, the l#hite Galloway is a relatively young composite

breed involving Galloway genetics that strives to encompass Galloway-type characteristics.

Given the origin and relative youth of the White Galloway, White Galloway breeders can justifr
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the oontinued use of Galloway genetics. There is, however, no ned to, or justification for,

irfusing White Galloway genetics into the Galloway population. And there is go0d and sufEcient

rEason to make avery effort to keep all White Crallouray ganetics isolatd &om the Galloway

population.

The lVhita Gallo*ray oftoday is not a colour phase of the original bovine landrace of the

Galloway district of Scotland. Most of the White Galloways in Canada" all of the \4rhite

Galloways in the U.S.A., all of the White Galloways in Australi4 and all of the White Galloways

in New Zealandtrace to Moutan4 U.S.A. not Galloway, Scotland. There are claims that the

Montana population could have $tarted as early as 1912 but there are no breedi4g records or
arrc€$try documentation prior to 197S. Monten{, U.S.A. in 19?0 is r long way, hoth physically

and temporally, from C-ralloway, Scotland in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries!!


